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Ashy-crowned Sparrow Lark 

The ashy-crowned sparrow-lark (Eremopterix griseus) also known as the ashy-crowned finch-lark or 
black-bellied finch-lark is a small sparrow-sized member of the lark family. It is found in the plains in 
open land with bare ground, grass and scrub across South Asia. The males are well marked with a 
contrasting black-and-white face pattern, while females are sandy brown, looking similar to a female 
sparrow. Males are easily detected during the breeding season by the long descending whistle that 
accompanies their undulating and dive-bombing flight displays. 

Ashy Prinia 

The ashy prinia or ashy wren-warbler (Prinia socialis) is a small warbler. This prinia is a resident breeder 
in the Indian Subcontinent, ranging across most of India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka and 
western Myanmar. It is a common bird in urban gardens and farmland in many parts of India and its 
small size, distinctive colours and upright tail make it easy to identify. The northern populations have a 
rufous rump and back and have a distinct breeding and non-breeding plumage while other populations 
lack such variation. 

Asian Koel 

The Asian koel (Eudynamys scolopaceus)[3][4] is a member of the cuckoo order of birds, the 
Cuculiformes. It is found in South Asia, China, and Southeast Asia. It forms a superspecies with the 
closely related black-billed and Pacific koels which are sometimes treated as subspecies. The Asian koel 
is a brood parasite that lays its eggs in the nests of crows and other hosts, who raise its young. They are 
unusual among the cuckoos in being largely frugivorous as adults.[5] The name koel is echoic in origin 
with several language variants. The bird is a widely used symbol in Indian poetry.[6] 

Asian Palmswift 

The Asian palm swift (Cypsiurus balasiensis) is a small swift. It is very similar to the African palm swift, 
Cypsiurus parvus, and was formerly considered to be the same species. It is a common resident breeder 
in tropical Asia from India to the Philippines. The down and feather nest is glued to the underside of a 
palm leaf with saliva, which is also used to secure the usually two or three eggs. This is a bird of open 
country and cultivation, which is strongly associated with oil palms.[2] This 13 cm long species is mainly 
pale brown in colour. It has long swept-back wings that resemble a crescent or a boomerang. The body 
is slender, and the tail is long and deeply forked, although it is usually held closed. The call is a loud shrill 
scream.[2] Sexes are similar, and young birds differ from adults mainly in their shorter tails. Asian palm 
swift has very short legs which it uses only for clinging to vertical surfaces, since swifts never settle 
voluntarily on the ground.[2] These swifts spend most of their lives in the air, living on the insects they 
catch in their beaks. Asian palm swifts often feed near the ground, and they drink on the wing.[2] 
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Asian Paradise Flycatcher 

The Asian paradise flycatcher (Terpsiphone paradisi) is a medium-sized passerine bird native to Asia. 
Males have elongated central tail feathers, and in some populations a black and rufous plumage while 
others have white plumage. Females are short-tailed with rufous wings and a black head. They feed on 
insects, which they capture in the air often below a densely canopied tree. With an extremely large range 
and a large population that appears to be stable, they have been evaluated as Least Concern by IUCN 
since 2004.[1] In his first description of 1758, Carl von Linné nominated the species Corvus paradisi.[2] 
Paradise-flycatchers used to be classified with the Old World flycatcher family Muscicapidae, but are 
now placed in the family Monarchidae together with monarch flycatchers.[3][4] 

Barred Buttonquail 

The barred buttonquail or common bustard-quail (Turnix suscitator) is a buttonquail, one of a small 
family of birdswhich resemble, but are unrelated to, the true quails. This species is resident from India 
across tropical Asia to southChina, Indonesia and the Philippines. 

Bay-backed Shrike 

It is smallish shrike at 17 cm, maroon-brown above with a pale rump and long black tail with white 
edges. The underparts are white, but with buff flanks.[2] The crown and nape are grey, with a typical 
shrike black bandit mask through the eye. There is a small white wing patch, and the bill and legs are 
dark grey.[2] 

Sexes are similar, but young birds are washed-out versions of the adults.[2] 

Baya Weaver 

The baya weaver (Ploceus philippinus) is a weaverbird found across the Indian Subcontinent and 
Southeast Asia. Flocks of these birds are found in grasslands, cultivated areas, scrub and secondary 
growth and they are best known for their hanging retort shaped nests woven from leaves. These nest 
colonies are usually found on thorny trees or palm fronds and the nests are often built near water or 
hanging over water where predators cannot reach easily. They are widespread and common within their 
range but are prone to local, seasonal movements mainly in response to rain and food availability. Male 
of burmanicus race with the bright yellow crown. Among the population variations, three subspecies are 
recognized. The nominate race philippinus is found through much of mainland Indiawhile burmanicus is 
found eastwards into Southeast Asia. The population in southwest India is darker above and referred to 
as subspeciestravancoreensis.[2] 

Black Drongo 

The black drongo (Dicrurus macrocercus) is a small Asian passerine bird of the drongo family Dicruridae. 
It is a common resident breeder in much of tropical southern Asia from southwest Iran through India and 



SKCRF 
Birds of Korangadu 

3 

 
 

Sri Lanka east to southern China and Indonesia. It is a wholly black bird with a distinctive forked tail and 
measures 28 cm (11 in) in length. Feeding on insects, it is common in open agricultural areas and light 
forest throughout its range, perching conspicuously on a bare perch or along power or telephone lines. 
The species is known for its aggressive behaviour towards much larger birds, such as crows, never 
hesitating to dive-bomb any birds of prey that invades its territory. This behaviour earns it the informal 
name of king crow. Smaller birds often nest in the well-guarded vicinity of a nesting black drongo. 
Previously considered a subspecies (Dicrurus adsimilis macrocercus) of the African fork-tailed drongo 
(Dicrurus adsimilis), it is now recognized as a full species. The black drongo has been introduced to 
some Pacific islands, where it has thrived and become abundant to the point of threatening and causing 
the extinction of native and endemic bird species there. 

Black-headed Cuckooshrike 

The black-headed cuckooshrike (Coracina melanoptera) is a species of cuckooshrike found in the Indian 
Subcontinent and Southeast Asia. 

Black-rumped Flameback 

The black-rumped flameback (Dinopium benghalense), also known as the lesser golden-backed 
woodpecker or lesser goldenback, is a woodpecker found widely distributed in the Indian subcontinent. 
It is one of the few woodpeckers that are seen in urban areas. It has a characteristic rattling-whinnying 
call and an undulating flight. It is the only golden-backed woodpecker with a black throat and black 
rump.[2] 

Black-shouldered Kite 

The black-shouldered kite (Elanus axillaris) or Australian black-shouldered kite is a small raptor found in 
open habitat throughout Australia and resembles similar species found in Africa, Eurasia and North 
America, which have in the past also been named as black-shouldered kites. Measuring 35–38 cm (14–
15 in) in length with a wingspan of 80–95 cm (31–37 in), the adult black-shouldered kite is a small and 
graceful, predominantly pale grey and white, raptor with black shoulders and red eyes. Their primary call 
is a clear whistle, uttered in flight and while hovering. 

Though reported across Australia, they are most common in the south-east and south-west corners of 
the mainland. Their preferred habitat is open grasslands with scattered trees and they are often seen 
hunting along roadsides. Like all the elanid kites, it is a specialist predator of rodents, which it hunts 
singly or in pairs by hovering in mid-air above open land. Black-shouldered kites form monogamous 
pairs, breeding between August and January. The birds engage in aerial courtship displays which involve 
high circling flight and ritualised feeding mid-air. Three or four eggs are laid and incubated for around 
thirty days. Chicks are fully fledged within five weeks of hatching and can hunt for mice within a week of 
leaving the nest. Juveniles disperse widely from the home territory. 

Blue-faced Malkoha 
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The blue-faced malkoha (Phaenicophaeus viridirostris) is a member of the cuckoo order of birds, the 
Cuculiformes, which also includes the roadrunners, the anis, and the Hoatzin. It is restricted to Sri Lanka 
and southern India. The blue-faced malkoha is a bird of open forests and scrub jungle. It nests in a thorn 
bush, the typical clutch being two, sometimes three, eggs. This is a largish species at 39 cm. Its back 
and head are dark green, and the uppertail is green edged with white. The throat and belly are lighter 
green. There is a large blue patch around the eye and the bill is green. Sexes are similar, but juveniles 
are duller and barred above.This is commonly seen in plathottam,india.So plathottam is famous for 
malkohas. The blue-faced malkoha takes a variety of insects, caterpillars and small vertebrates. It 
occasionally eats berries. 

Brahminy Starling 

The brahminy myna or brahminy starling (Sturnia pagodarum[2]) is a member of the starling family of 
birds. It is usually seen in pairs or small flocks in open habitats on the plains of the Indian subcontinent. 
This myna is pale buff creamy with a black cap and a loose crest. The bill is yellow with a bluish base. 
The iris is pale and there is a bluish patch of skin around the eye. The outer tail feathers have white and 
the black primaries of the wings do not have any white patches. The adult male has a more prominent 
crest than the female and also has longer neck hackles. Juveniles are duller and the cap is browner.[3] 
The species name pagodarum is thought to be based on occurrence of the species on buildings and 
temple pagodas in southern India.[4] 

Brown Shrike 

The brown shrike (Lanius cristatus) is a bird in the shrike family that is found mainly in Asia. It is closely 
related to the red-backed shrike (L. collurio) and isabelline shrike (L. isabellinus). Like most other shrikes, 
it has a distinctive black "bandit-mask" through the eye and is found mainly in open scrub habitats, 
where it perches on the tops of thorny bushes in search of prey. Several populations of this widespread 
species form distinctive subspecies which breed in temperate Asia and migrate to their winter quarters 
in tropical Asia. They are sometimes found as vagrants in Europe and North America. 

Cattle Egret 

The cattle egret (Bubulcus ibis) is a cosmopolitan species of heron (family Ardeidae) found in the tropics, 
subtropics and warm temperate zones. It is the only member of the monotypic genus Bubulcus, 
although some authorities regard its two subspecies as full species, thewestern cattle egret and the 
eastern cattle egret. Despite the similarities in plumage to the egrets of the genus Egretta, it is more 
closely related to the herons of Ardea. Originally native to parts of Asia, Africa and Europe, it has 
undergone a rapid expansion in its distribution and successfully colonised much of the rest of the world 
in the last century. 

Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse 
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The chestnut-bellied sandgrouse (Pterocles exustus) is a species of sandgrouse. They are found in 
sparse, bushy, arid land which is common in central and northern Africa, and southern Asia. Though 
they live in hot, arid climates, they are highly reliant on water. They have been known to travel up to 50 
miles in one day in search of water. All species of sandgrouse that have been studied in habitat have 
proved to entirely vegetarian throughout their lives, specialising in leguminous weed seeds and seldom 
eating grass seeds. 

Chestnut-headed Bee Eater 

The chestnut-headed bee-eater (Merops leschenaulti) a.k.a. bay-headed bee-eater is a near passerine 
bird in the bee-eater familyMeropidae. It is a resident breeder in the Indian subcontinent and adjoining 
regions, ranging from India east to Southeast Asia, includingThailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. This 
species, like other bee-eaters, is a richly coloured, slender bird. It is predominantly green, with blue on 
the rump and lower belly. Its face and throat are yellow with a black eye stripe, and the crown and nape 
are rich chestnut. The thin curved bill is black. Sexes are alike, but young birds are duller. This species is 
18–20 cm long; it lacks the two elongated central tail feathers possessed by most of its relatives. 

Common Coot 

The Eurasian coot (Fulica atra), also known as coot, is a member of the rail and crake bird family, the 
Rallidae. It is found in Europe, Asia, Australia and parts of Africa. The Australian subspecies is known as 
the Australian coot. 

The Eurasian coot is 32–42 cm (13–17 in) long and weighs 585–1,100 g (1.290–2.425 lb), and is largely 
black except for the white frontal shield (which gave rise to the phrase "as bald as a coot", which the 
Oxford English Dictionary cites in use as early as 1430).[3] As a swimming species, the coot has partial 
webbing on its long strong toes. 

The juvenile is paler than the adult, has a whitish breast, and lacks the facial shield; the adult black 
plumage develops when about 3–4 months old, but the white shield is only fully developed at about one 
year old. 

This is a noisy bird with a wide repertoire of crackling, explosive, or trumpeting calls, often given at night. 

Common Hawk Cuckoo 

The common hawk-cuckoo (Hierococcyx varius), popularly known as the brainfever bird, is a medium-
sized cuckoo resident in the Indian subcontinent. It bears a close resemblance to the Shikra, a sparrow 
hawk, even in its style of flying and landing on a perch. The resemblance to hawks gives this group the 
generic name of hawk-cuckoo and like many other cuckoos these are brood parasites, laying their eggs 
in nests ofbabblers. During their breeding season in summer males produce loud, repetitive three note 
calls that are well-rendered as brain-fever, the second note being longer and higher pitched. These 
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notes rise to a crescendo before ending abruptly and repeat after a few minutes; the calling may go on 
through the day, well after dusk and before dawn. 

Common Hoopoe 

The hoopoe /ˈhuːpuː/ (Upupa epops) is a colourful bird found across Afro-Eurasia, notable for its 
distinctive "crown" of feathers. It is the only extant species in the family Upupidae. One insular species, 
the Saint Helena hoopoe, is extinct, and the Madagascar subspecies of the hoopoe is sometimes 
elevated to a full species. Like the Latin name upupa, the English name is anonomatopoeic form which 
imitates the cry of the bird. The hoopoe is the national bird of Israel. 

Common Iora 

The common iora (Aegithina tiphia) is a small passerine bird found across the tropical Indian 
subcontinent with populations showing plumage variations, some of which are designated as 
subspecies. A species found in scrub and forest, it is easily detected from its loud whistles and the 
bright colours. During the breeding season, males display by fluffing up their feathers and spiral in the air 
appearing like a green, black, yellow and white ball. 

Common Kingfisher 

The common kingfisher (Alcedo atthis) also known as Eurasian kingfisher, or river kingfisher, is a small 
kingfisher with seven subspecies recognized within its wide distribution across Eurasia and North Africa. 
It is resident in much of its range, but migrates from areas where rivers freeze in winter. This sparrow-
sized bird has the typical short-tailed, large-headed kingfisher profile; it has blue upperparts, orange 
underparts and a long bill. It feeds mainly on fish, caught by diving, and has special visual adaptations to 
enable it to see prey under water. The glossy white eggs are laid in a nest at the end of a burrow in a 
riverbank. 

Common Moorhen 

The common moorhen (Gallinula chloropus) (also known as the swamp chicken[2]) is a bird species in 
the Rallidae family. It is distributed across many parts of the Old World.[3] 

The common moorhen lives around well-vegetated marshes, ponds, canals and other wetlands. The 
species is not found in the polar regions or many tropical rainforests. Elsewhere it is likely the most 
common rail species, except for the Eurasian coot in some regions. 

The closely related common gallinule of the New World has been recognized as a separate species by 
most authorities,[3] starting with theAmerican Ornithologists' Union and the International Ornithological 
Committee in 2011.[4] 

Common Myna 
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The common myna (Acridotheres tristis), sometimes spelled mynah, also sometimes known as "Indian 
myna",[2] is a member of the familySturnidae (starlings and mynas) native to Asia. An omnivorous open 
woodland bird with a strong territorial instinct, the myna has adapted extremely well to urban 
environments. The common myna is an important motif in Indian culture and appears both in Sanskrit 
and Prakrit literature. Myna is derived from the Hindi language mainā which itself is derived from Sanskrit 
madanā.[3][4] The range of the common myna is increasing at such a rapid rate that in 2000 the IUCN 
Species Survival Commission declared it one of the world's most invasive species and one of only three 
birds in the top 100 species that pose an impact to biodiversity, agriculture and human interests.[5] In 
particular, the species poses a serious threat to the ecosystems of Australia where it was named "The 
Most Important Pest/Problem".[6] 

Common Sandpiper 

The common sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos) is a small Palearctic wader. This bird and its American sister 
species, the spotted sandpiper (A. macularia), make up the genus Actitis. They are parapatric and 
replace each other geographically; stray birds of either species may settle down with breeders of the 
other and hybridize. Hybridization has also been reported between the common sandpiper and the 
green sandpiper, abasal species of the closely related shank genus Tringa. 

Common Tailorbird 

The common tailorbird (Orthotomus sutorius) is a songbird found across tropical Asia. Popular for its 
nest made of leaves "sewn" together and immortalized by Rudyard Kipling in his Jungle Book, it is a 
common resident in urban gardens. Although shy birds that are usually hidden within vegetation, their 
loud calls are familiar and give away their presence. They are distinctive in having a long upright tail, 
greenish upper body plumage and rust coloured forehead and crown. This passerine bird is typically 
found in open farmland, scrub, forest edges and gardens. Tailorbirds get their name from the way their 
nest is constructed. The edges of a large leaf are pierced and sewn together with plant fibre or spider 
silk to make a cradle in which the actual nest is built. Like most warblers, the common tailorbird is 
insectivorous. The song is a loud cheeup-cheeup-cheeup with variations across the populations. The 
disyllabic calls are repeated often.[2] 

Common Woodshrike 

The common woodshrike (Tephrodornis pondicerianus) is a species of bird found in Asia. It has been 
placed in the cuckoshrike (Campephagidae) and helmetshrike (Prionopidae) families in the past and is 
now considered a member of the family Tephrodornithidae. It is small and ashy brown with a dark cheek 
patch and a broad white brow. It is found across Asia mainly in the thin forest and scrub habitats. The 
form found in Sri Lanka which was treated as a subspecies is now usually considered a separate 
species, the Sri Lanka woodshrike. 

Coppersmith Barbet 
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The coppersmith barbet, crimson-breasted barbet or coppersmith (Megalaima haemacephala), is a bird 
with crimson forehead and throat which is best known for its metronomic call that has been likened to a 
coppersmith striking metal with a hammer. It is a resident found in the Indian subcontinent and parts of 
Southeast Asia. Like other barbets, they chisel out a hole inside a tree to build their nest. They are mainly 
fruit eating but will take sometimes insects, especially winged termites. 

Crested Lark 

The crested lark (Galerida cristata) is a species of lark distinguished from the other 81 species of lark by 
the crest of feathers that rise up in territorial or courtship displays and when singing. Common to 
mainland Europe, the birds can also be found in northernAfrica and in parts of western Asia and China. It 
is a non-migratory bird, but can occasionally be found as a vagrant in Great Britain. 

Eurasian Collared Dove 

It is a medium sized dove, distinctly smaller than the wood pigeon, similar in length to a rock pigeon but 
slimmer and longer-tailed, and slightly larger than the related turtle dove, with an average length of 32 
cm (13 in)[7] from tip of beak to tip of tail, with a wingspan of 47–55 cm (19–22 in), and a weight of 125–
240 g (4.4–8.5 oz). It is grey-buff to pinkish-grey overall, a little darker above than below, with a blue-
grey under wing patch. The tail feathers are grey-buff above, and dark grey tipped white below; the outer 
tail feathers also tipped whitish above. It has a black half-collar edged with white on its nape from which 
it gets its name. The short legs are red and the bill is black. The iris is red, but from a distance the eyes 
appear to be black, as the pupil is relatively large and only a narrow rim of reddish-brown iris can be 
seen around the black pupil. The eye is surrounded by a small area of bare skin, which is either white or 
yellow. The two sexes are virtually indistinguishable; juveniles differ in having a poorly developed collar, 
and a brown iris.[2][4][5] It is closely related to the island collared dove of southeast Asia and the African 
collared dove of sub-Saharan Africa, forming asuperspecies with these.[6] Identification from African 
collared dove is very difficult with silent birds, with the African species being marginally smaller and 
paler, but the calls are very distinct, a soft purring in African collared dove quite unlike the Eurasian 
collared dove's cooing.[2] 

Eurasian Golden Oriole 

The Eurasian golden oriole or simply golden oriole (Oriolus oriolus) is the only member of the oriole 
family of passerine birds breeding in northern hemisphere temperate regions. It is a summer migrant in 
Europe and western Asia and spends the winter season in central and southern Africa. Golden orioles 
have an extremely large range with large populations that are apparently stable. Therefore, they are 
evaluated as least concernby BirdLife International.[1] 

Greater Coucal 
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The greater coucal or crow pheasant (Centropus sinensis), is a large non-parasitic member of the 
cuckoo order of birds, the Cuculiformes. A widespread resident in Asia, from India, east to south China, 
Nepal and Indonesia, it is divided into several subspecies, some being treated as full species. They are 
large, crow-like with a long tail and coppery brown wings and found in wide range of habitats from 
jungle to cultivation and urban gardens. They are weak fliers, and are often seen clambering about in 
vegetation or walking on the ground as they forage for insects, eggs and nestlings of other birds. They 
have a familiar deep resonant call which is associated with omens in many parts of its range. 

Greater Flameback 

The greater flameback is a large woodpecker, at 33 cm in length. It is of typical woodpecker shape, has 
an erect crest and a long neck. Coloration is highly variable between subspecies; it always has 
unmarked golden-yellow to dark brown back and wings. The rump is red and the tail is black. The 
underparts are white with dark markings (chevrons, stripes, or bands), or light brown. The head is whitish 
with a black pattern, or it is yellow, brown or red. The straight pointed bill is long (longer than the head) 
and – like the legs and four-toed zygodactyl feet (two toes pointing forward, two backward) – lead-grey. 
The eyes' irides are whitish to yellow.[1] The adult male greater flameback always has a red crown. 
Females have a crown color varying between subspecies, such as black spotted with white, yellow, or 
brown with lighter dots. Young birds are like the female, but duller, with brown irides.[1] 

Green Bee Eater 

The green bee-eater (Merops orientalis) (sometimes little green bee-eater) is a near passerine bird in the 
bee-eater family. It is resident but prone to seasonal movements and is found widely distributed across 
sub-Saharan Africa from Senegal and the Gambia to Ethiopia, the Nilevalley, western Arabia and Asia 
through India to Vietnam.[2] They are mainly insect eaters and they are found in grassland, thin scrub 
and forest often quite far from water. Several regional plumage variations are known and several 
subspecies have been named. 

Grey Francolin 

The grey francolin (formerly also called the grey partridge, but not to be confused with the European 
grey partridge) Francolinus pondicerianus is a species of francolin found in the plains and drier parts of 
South Asia. They are found in open cultivated lands as well as scrub forest and their local name of teetar 
is based on their calls, a loud and repeated Ka-tee-tar...tee-tar which is produced by one or more birds. 
The term teetar can also refer to other partridges and quails. During the breeding season calling males 
attract challengers and decoys were used to trap these birds especially for fighting. 

House Sparrow 

The house sparrow (Passer domesticus) is a bird of the sparrow family Passeridae, found in most parts 
of the world. A small bird, it has a typical length of 16 cm (6.3 in) and a weight of 24–39.5 g (0.85–1.39 
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oz). Females and young birds are coloured pale brown and grey, and males have brighter black, white, 
and brown markings. One of about 25 species in the genus Passer, the house sparrow is native to most 
of Europe, the Mediterranean region, and much of Asia. Its intentional or accidental introductions to 
many regions, including parts of Australia, Africa, and the Americas, make it the most widely distributed 
wild bird. The house sparrow is strongly associated with human habitations, and can live in urban or 
rural settings. Though found in widely varied habitats and climates, it typically avoids extensive 
woodlands, grasslands, and deserts away from human development. It feeds mostly on the seeds of 
grains and weeds, but it is an opportunistic eater and commonly eats insects and many other foods. Its 
predators include domestic cats, hawks, owls, and many other predatory birds and mammals. 

Indian Nightjar 

The Indian nightjar (Caprimulgus asiaticus) is a small nightjar which is a resident breeder in open lands 
across South Asia and Southeast Asia. Like most nightjars it is crepuscular and is best detected from its 
characteristic calls at dawn and dusk that have been likened to a stone skipping on a frozen lake - a 
series of clicks that become shorter and more rapid. They are sometimes spotted on roads when their 
eyes gleam red in the spotlight of a vehicle. There is considerable plumage variation across its range and 
can be hard to differentiate from other nightjars in the region especially in the field. 

Indian Peafowl 

The male peacock is predominantly blue with a fan-like crest of spatula-tipped wire-like feathers and is 
best known for the long train made up of elongated upper-tail covert feathers which bear colourful 
eyespots. These stiff feathers are raised into a fan and quivered in a display during courtship. Females 
lack the train, and have a greenish lower neck and duller brown plumage. The Indian peafowl lives 
mainly on the ground in open forest or on land under cultivation where they forage for berries, grains but 
also prey on snakes, lizards, and small rodents. Their loud calls make them easy to detect, and in forest 
areas often indicate the presence of a predator such as a tiger. They forage on the ground in small 
groups and usually try to escape on foot through undergrowth and avoid flying, though they fly into tall 
trees to roost. 

Indian Pond Heron 

The Indian pond heron or paddybird (Ardeola grayii) is a small heron. It is of Old World origins, breeding 
in southern Iran and east toPakistan, India, Burma, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. They are widespread and 
common but can be easily missed when they stalk prey at the edge of small water-bodies or even when 
they roost close to human habitations. They are however distinctive when they take off with bright white 
wings flashing in contrast to the cryptic streaked olive and brown colours of the body. Their camouflage 
is so excellent that they can be approached closely before they take to flight, a behaviour which has 
resulted in folk names and beliefs that the birds are short-sighted or blind.[2][3] 

Indian Robin 
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The Indian robin (Saxicoloides fulicatus[note 1]) is a species of bird in the Muscicapidae family. It is 
widespread in the Indian subcontinent, and ranges across Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, 
and Sri Lanka. The males of northern populations have a brown back whose extent gradually reduces 
southwards with populations in the southern peninsula having an all black back. They are commonly 
found in open scrub areas and often seen running along the ground or perching on low thorny shrubs 
and rocks. Their long tails are held erect and their chestnut undertail covert and dark body make them 
easily distinguishable from the pied bushchat and the oriental magpie robin. 

Indian Roller 

The Indian roller (Coracias benghalensis), is a member of the roller family of birds. They are found widely 
across tropical Asia stretching fromIraq eastward across the Indian Subcontinent to Indochina and are 
best known for the aerobatic displays of the male during the breeding season. They are very commonly 
seen perched along roadside trees and wires and are commonly seen in open grassland and scrub 
forest habitats. It is not migratory, but undertakes some seasonal movements. The largest populations of 
the species are within India, and Several states in India have chosen it as their state bird. 

Indian Silverbill 

The Indian silverbill or white-throated munia (Lonchura malabarica) is a small passerine bird found in the 
Indian Subcontinent and adjoining regions that was formerly considered to include the closely related 
African silverbill (Lonchura cantans). This estrildid finch is a common resident breeding bird in the drier 
regions of the Middle East and the Indian Subcontinent. It has also been introduced into many other 
parts of the world and has become established in some areas. They forage in small flocks in grassland 
and scrub habitats. 

Jerdon's Bushlark 

Jerdon's bush lark (Mirafra affinis) is a lark of the open countryside found in southern India and Sri 
Lanka. This species was earlier considered a subspecies of the Bengal bush lark (M. assamica). 
However recent studies of differences in call and distribution have led to it being treated as a full 
species.[2] M. affinis has arrowhead like spots pointing upwards on the breast. It is very similar to the 
Indian bush lark (M. erythroptera) but has buffy lores, less white behind ear coverts, darker centre to 
wing coverts and central tail feathers. Dark centres of primary coverts are prominent, and wing panels 
are duller and rufous. In the southern Western Ghats, the race ceylonensis is darker and more rufous on 
the underside and has a longer bill.[4] 

Jerdon's Nightjar 

Jerdon's nightjar (Caprimulgus atripennis) is a medium-sized nightjar species which is found in southern 
India and Sri Lanka. Formerly considered as a subspecies of the long-tailed nightjar it is best recognized 
by its distinctive call.[2] The common name commemorates the surgeon-naturalist Thomas C. Jerdon.[3] 
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Large Egret 

The great egret (Ardea alba), also known as the common egret, large egret or (in the Old World) great 
white heron,[2][3][4] is a large, widely distributed egret. Distributed across most of the tropical and 
warmer temperate regions of the world, in southern Europe it is rather localized. In North America it is 
more widely distributed, and it is ubiquitous across the Sun Belt of the United States and in the 
Neotropics. The Old World population is often referred to as the great white egret. This species is 
sometimes confused with the great white heron of theCaribbean, which is a white morph of the closely 
related great blue heron (A. herodias). 

Large Grey Babbler 

The large grey babbler (Turdoides malcolmi) is a member of the Leiothrichidae family found in India. 
They are locally common in the scrub, open forest and gardenland. They are usually seen in small 
groups and are easily distinguished from other babblers in the region by their nasal call and the whitish 
outer feathers to their long tail. It is one of the largest babblers in the region.[2] 

Little Cormorant 

The little cormorant (Microcarbo niger) is a member of the cormorant family of seabirds. Slightly smaller 
than the Indian cormorant it lacks a peaked head and has a shorter beak. It is widely distributed across 
the Indian Subcontinent and extends east to Java, where it is sometimes called the Javanese cormorant. 
It forages singly or sometimes in loose groups in lowland freshwater bodies, including small ponds, large 
lakes, streams and sometimes coastal estuaries. Like other cormorants, it is often found perched on a 
waterside rock with its wings spread out after coming out of the water. The entire body is black in the 
breeding season but the plumage is brownish, and the throat has a small whitish patch in the non-
breeding season. These birds breed gregariously in trees, often joining other waterbirds at heronries. 

Little Egret 

The adult little egret is 55–65 cm (22–26 in) long with an 88–106 cm (35–42 in) wingspan, and weighs 
350–550 g (12–19 oz). Its plumage is all white. The subspecies garzetta has long black legs with yellow 
feet and a slim black bill. In the breeding season, the adult has two long nape plumes and gauzy plumes 
on the back and breast, and the bare skin between the bill and eyes becomes red or blue. Juveniles are 
similar to non-breeding adults but have greenish-black legs and duller yellow feet. Has yellow feet and a 
bare patch of grey-green skin between the bill and eyes.[clarification needed] The subspecies nigripes 
differs in having yellow skin between the bill and eye, and blackish feet. Little egrets are mostly silent but 
make various croaking and bubbling calls at their breeding colonies and produce a harsh alarm call 
when disturbed. 

Long Tailed Shrike 
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The long-tailed shrike or rufous-backed shrike (Lanius schach) is a member of the bird family Laniidae, 
the shrikes. They are found widely distributed across Asia and there are variations in plumage across the 
range. The species ranges across much of Asia, both on the mainland and the eastern archipelagos. The 
eastern or Himalayan subspecies, L. s. tricolor, is sometimes called the black-headed shrike. Although 
there are considerable differences in plumage among the subspecies, they all have a long and narrow 
black tail, have a black mask and forehead, rufous rump and flanks and a small white patch on the 
shoulder. It is considered to form a superspecies with the grey-backed shrike(Lanius tephronotus) which 
breeds on the Tibetan Plateau. 

Loten's Sunbird 

The Loten's sunbird, long-billed sunbird or maroon-breasted sunbird, (Cinnyris lotenius) is a sunbird 
endemic to peninsular India and Sri Lanka. Its long bill distinguishes it from the similar purple sunbird 
that is found in the same areas and also tends to hover at flowers. Like other sunbirds, it feeds on small 
insects and builds characteristic hanging nests. The species is named after a colonial Dutch governor of 
Ceylon,Joan Gideon Loten. 

Oriental Honey Buzzard 

Despite its name, this species is not related to Buteo buzzards, and is taxonomically closer to the 
kites.[citation needed] It appears long-necked with a small head (resembling that of a pigeon), and soars 
on flat wings. The head lacks a strong supraciliary ridge giving it a very un-raptor-like facial appearance. 
It has a long tail and a short head crest. It is brown above, but not as dark as honey buzzard, and paler 
below. There is a dark throat stripe. Unusually for a large bird of prey, the sexes can be distinguished. 
The male has a blue-grey head, while the female's head is brown. She is slightly larger and darker than 
the male. The male has a black tail with a white band, whilst the female resembles female honey 
buzzard. 

Oriental Skylark 

The Oriental skylark (Alauda gulgula), also known as the Oriental lark or small skylark, is a species of 
skylark found on the Indian Subcontinent and Southeast Asia. Like other skylarks, it is found in open 
grassland - often near bodies of water - where it feeds on seeds and insects. These skylarks frequently 
rocket up into the sky, fluttering and singing before descending down to earth. Male Oriental skylarks 
may also hover in the air and sing, in order to attract a mate. Oriental skylarks are about 16 cm long. 
They have streaked, yellow-brown upper plumage, with white outer tail feathers and a short crest. Both 
sexes are similar. 

Paddyfield Pipit 

The paddyfield pipit, or Oriental pipit,[2] (Anthus rufulus) is a small passerine bird in the pipit and wagtail 
family. It is a resident (non-migratory) breeder in open scrub, grassland and cultivation in southern Asia 
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east to the Philippines. Although among the few breeding pipits in the Asian region, identification 
becomes difficult in winter when several other species migrate into the region. The taxonomy of the 
species is complex and has undergone considerable changes. 

Pied Bushchat 

The pied bush chat (Saxicola caprata) is a small passerine bird found ranging from West Asia and 
Central Asia to the Indian subcontinent andSoutheast Asia. About sixteen subspecies are recognized 
through its wide range with many island forms. It is a familiar bird of countryside and open scrub or 
grassland where it is found perched at the top of short thorn trees or other shrubs, looking out for insect 
prey. They pick up insects mainly from the ground, and were, like other chats, placed in the thrush family 
Turdidae, but are now considered as Old World flycatchers. 

They nest in cavities in stone walls or in holes in an embankment, lining the nest with grass and animal 
hair. The males are black with white shoulder and vent patches whose extent varies among populations. 
Females are predominantly brownish while juveniles are speckled. 

Pied Kingfisher 

The pied kingfisher (Ceryle rudis) is a water kingfisher and is found widely distributed across Africa and 
Asia. Its black and white plumage, crest and the habit of hovering over clear lakes and rivers before 
diving for fish makes it distinctive. Males have a double band across the breast while females have a 
single gorget that is often broken in the middle. They are usually found in pairs or small family parties. 
When perched, they often bob their head and flick up their tail. 

Pied-crested Cuckoo 

The Jacobin cuckoo, pied cuckoo, or pied crested cuckoo (Clamator jacobinus) is a member of the 
cuckoo order of birds that is found in Africa and Asia. It is partially migratory and in India, it has been 
considered a harbinger of the monsoon rains due to the timing of its arrival.[2]It has been associated 
with a bird in Indian mythology and poetry, known as the Chatak represented as a bird with a beak on its 
head that waits for rains to quench its thirst. 

Plain Prinia 

The plain prinia, or the plain, or white-browed wren-warbler[2] (Prinia inornata) is a small warbler in the 
Cisticolidae family. It is a resident breeder from Pakistan and India to south China and southeast Asia. It 
was formerly included in the tawny-flanked prinia, Prinia subflava (Gmelin, 1789), resident in Africa south 
of the Sahara. The two are now usually considered to be separate species. This skulking passerine bird 
is typically found in wet lowland grassland, open woodland, scrub and sometimes gardens. The plain 
prinia builds its nest in a shrub or tall grass and lays three to six eggs. (The tawny-flanked prinia nests in 
herbage and lays two to four eggs.) 
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These 13–14-cm long warblers have short rounded wings, a longish tail, strong legs and a short black 
bill. In breeding plumage, adults are grey-brown above, with a short white supercilium andrufous fringes 
on the closed wings. Underparts are whitish-buff. The sexes are identical. In winter, the upperparts are a 
warmer brown, and the underparts more buff. The tail is longer than in summer. There are a number of 
races differing in plumage shade. The endemic race in Sri Lanka retains summer plumage, including the 
shorter tail, all year round. 

Like most warblers, the plain prinia is insectivorous. The song is a repetitive tlee-tlee-tlee. 

Purple Sunbird 

The purple sunbird (Cinnyris asiaticus) is a small sunbird. Like other sunbirds they feed mainly on nectar, 
although they will also take insects, especially when feeding young. They have a fast and direct flight 
and can take nectar by hovering like a hummingbird but often perch at the base of flowers. The males 
appear all black except in some lighting when the purple iridescence becomes visible. Females are olive 
above and yellowish below. 

Purple-rumped Sunbird 

The purple-rumped sunbird (Leptocoma zeylonica) is a sunbird endemic to the Indian Subcontinent. Like 
other sunbirds, they are small in size, feeding mainly on nectar but sometimes take insects, particularly 
when feeding young. They can hover for short durations but usually perch to suck nectar from flowers. 
They build a hanging pouch nest made up of cobwebs, lichens and plant material. Males are brightly 
coloured but females are olive above and yellow to buff below. Males are easily distinguished from the 
purple sunbird by the light coloured underside while females can be told apart by their whitish throats. 

Red-collared Dove 

The red turtle dove (Streptopelia tranquebarica), also known as the red collared dove, is a small pigeon 
which is a resident breeding bird in the tropics in the Indian subcontinent. 

Red-vented Bulbul 

The red-vented bulbul is easily identified by its short crest giving the head a squarish appearance. The 
body is dark brown with a scaly pattern while the head is darker or black. The rump is white while the 
vent is red. The black tail is tipped in white. The Himalayan races have a more prominent crest and are 
more streaked on the underside. The Race intermedius of the Western Himalayas has a black hood 
extending to the mid-breast. Population bengalensis of Central and Eastern Himalayas and the Gangetic 
plain has a dark hood, lacks the scale like pattern on the underside and instead has dark streaks on the 
paler lower belly. Race stanfordi of the South Assam hills is similar to intermedius. The desert race 
humayuni has a paler brown mantle. The nominate race cafer is found in Peninsular India. Northeast 
Indian race wetmorei is between cafer, humayuni and bengalensis. About 20 cm in length, with a long 
tail. Sri Lankan race haemorrhous (=haemorrhousus[8]) has a dark mantle with narrow pale edges. Race 
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humayuni is known to hybridize with Pycnonotus leucogenys and these hybrids were once described as 
a subspecies magrathi marked by their pale rumps and yellow-orange or pink vents.[11] In eastern 
Myanmar there is some natural hybridization withPycnonotus aurigaster.[7][12] 

Red-wattled Lapwing 

Red-wattled lapwings are large waders, about 35 cm long. The wings and back are light brown with a 
purple sheen, but head and chest and front part of neck are black. Prominently white patch runs 
between these two colours, from belly and tail, flanking the neck to the sides of crown. Short tail is 
tipped black. A red fleshywattle in front of each eye, black-tipped red bill, and the long legs are yellow. In 
flight, prominent white wing bars formed by the white on the secondary coverts.[5] Race aigneri is 
slightly paler and larger than the nominate race and is found in Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and the 
Indus valley. The nominate race is found all over India. The Sri Lankan race lankae is smaller and dark 
while atronuchalis the race in north-eastern India and eastern Bangladesh has a white cheek surrounded 
by black.[6] 

Red-rumped Swallow 

The red-rumped swallow (Cecropis daurica) is a small passerine bird in the swallow family. It breeds in 
open hilly country of temperate southern Europe and Asia from Portugal and Spain to Japan, India and 
tropical Africa. The Indian and African birds are resident, but European and other Asian birds are 
migratory. They winter in Africa or India and are vagrants to Christmas Island and northern Australia. 
Red-rumped swallows are somewhat similar in habits and appearance to the other aerial insectivores, 
such as the related swallows and the unrelated swifts (order Apodiformes). They have blue upperparts 
and dusky underparts. They resemble barn swallows, but are darker below and have pale or reddish 
rumps, face and neck collar. They lack a breast band, but have black undertails. They are fast fliers and 
they swoop on insects while airborne. They have broad but pointed wings. Red-rumped swallows build 
quarter-sphere nests with a tunnel entrance lined with mud collected in their beaks, and lay 3 to 6 eggs. 
They normally nest under cliff overhangs in their mountain homes, but will readily adapt to buildings 
such as mosques and bridges. They do not normally form large breeding colonies, but are gregarious 
outside the breeding season. Many hundreds can be seen at a time on the plains of India. 

Rock Pigeon 

The rock dove[3] (Columba livia) or rock pigeon is a member of the bird family Columbidae (doves and 
pigeons).[4] In common usage, this bird is often simply referred to as the "pigeon". The species includes 
the domestic pigeon (including the fancy pigeon), and escaped domestic pigeons have given rise to feral 
populationsaround the world.[5] Wild rock doves are pale grey with two black bars on each wing, while 
domestic and feral pigeons are very variable in colour and pattern. There are few visible differences 
between males and females.[6] The species is generally monogamous, with two squabs (young) per 
brood. Both parents care for the young for a time.[7] Habitats include various open and semi-open 
environments. Cliffs and rock ledges are used for roosting and breeding in the wild. Originally found wild 
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in Europe, North Africa, and western Asia, feral pigeons have become established in cities around the 
world. The species is abundant, with an estimated population of 17 to 28 million feral and wild birds in 
Europe.[1] 

Rose-ringed Parakeet 

The rose-ringed parakeet (Psittacula krameri), also known as the ring-necked parakeet, is a gregarious 
tropical Afro-Asian parakeetspecies that has an extremely large range. The rose-ringed parakeet is 
sexually dimorphic. The adult male sports a red or black neck-ring and the hen and immature birds of 
both sexes either show no neck rings, or display shadow-like pale to dark grey neck rings. Indian rose-
ringed parakeets measure on average 40 cm (16 in) in length including the tail feathers, a large portion of 
their total length. Their average single wing length is about 15–17.5 cm (5.9–6.9 in). In the wild, this is a 
noisy species with an unmistakable squawking call and a distinctive green colour. It is herbivorous and 
non-migrating. One of the few parrot species that have successfully adapted to living in disturbed 
habitats, it has withstood the onslaught of urbanisation and deforestation. As a popular pet species, 
escaped birds have colonised a number of cities around the world. Since the population appears to be 
increasing, the species was evaluated as being of least concern by the IUCN in 2012, but its popularity 
as a pet and unpopularity with farmers have both reduced its numbers in some parts of its native 
range.[1] 

Rufous Treepie 

The rufous treepie (Dendrocitta vagabunda) is a treepie, native to the Indian Subcontinent and adjoining 
parts of Southeast Asia. It is a member of the Corvidae (crow) family. It is long tailed and has loud 
musical calls making it very conspicuous. It is found commonly in open scrub, agricultural areas, forests 
as well as urban gardens. Like other corvids it is very adaptable, omnivorous and opportunistic in 
feeding. InBengali and some other Indian languages it is called "Harichacha" (হাঁিড়চাচা), after the 
unpleasant sound it produces. 

Small Minivet 

The small minivet is 16 cm long with a strong dark beak and long wings. The male differs from most 
other common minivets by having grey, not glossy black, upperparts and head, and orange underparts, 
fading to yellow on the belly, orange tail edges, rump and wing patches. The female is grey above, with 
yellow underparts (including the face), tail edges, rump and wing patches. There is much racial variation. 
The male P. c. pallidus of the northwest Indian subcontinent is pale grey above, with the underparts 
whitish except on the throat and flanks, whereas the male P. c. malabaricus of peninsular and southern 
India is darker above, has more extensive scarlet below. The female of the southern race is also brighter 
yellow below. 

Spot-billed Duck 
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The spot-billed duck (Anas poecilorhyncha) sometimes referred to as the spotbill, is a dabbling duck 
which breeds in tropical and easternAsia. It has three populations, treated here as subspecies, the 
Indian spot-billed duck (A. poecilorhyncha poecilorhyncha), Eastern spot-billed duck (A. poecilorhyncha 
zonorhyncha), and Burmese spot-billed duck (A. poecilorhyncha haringtoni). Some authors elevate the 
eastern population as a species, Anas zonorhyncha. The name is derived from the yellow and red spot 
on the bill. 

Spotted Dove 

The spotted dove (Spilopelia chinensis) is a small and somewhat long-tailed pigeon which is a common 
resident breeding bird across its native range on the Indian Subcontinent and Southeast Asia. The 
species has been introduced into many parts of the world and feral populations have become 
established. This species was formerly included in the genus Streptopelia with other turtle-doves, but 
studies suggest that they differ from typical members of that genus. This dove is long tailed buff brown 
with a white-spotted black collar patch on the back and sides of the neck. The tail tips are white and the 
wing coverts have light buff spots. There are considerable plumage variations across populations within 
its wide range. The species is found in light forests and gardens as well as in urban areas. They fly from 
the ground with an explosive flutter and will sometimes glide down to a perch. It is sometimes also 
called the mountain dove, pearl-necked dove or lace-necked dove. 

Spotted Owlet 

The spotted owlet (Athene brama) is a small owl which breeds in tropical Asia from India to Southeast 
Asia. A common resident of open habitats including farmland and human habitation, it has adapted to 
living in cities. They roost in small groups in the hollows of trees or in cavities in rocks or buildings. It 
nests in a hole in a tree or building, laying 3–5 eggs. The species is absent from Sri Lanka, although the 
birds are found across the Palk Straits, just 30 kilometres away at Rameshwaram. Nests near human 
habitations may show higher breeding success due to increased availability of rodents for feeding 
young.[2] The species shows great variation including clinal variation in size and forms a superspecies 
with the very similar little owl. 

Stork-billed Kingfisher 

This is a very large kingfisher, measuring 35 to 38 cm (14 to 15 in) in length.[2] The adult has a green 
back, blue wings and tail, and grey head. Its underparts and neck are buff. The very large bill and legs 
are bright red. The flight of the stork-billed kingfisher is laboured and flapping, but direct. Sexes are 
similar. There are 15 races, mostly differing in plumage detail, but P. c. gigantea of the Sulu Islands has a 
white head, neck and underparts. The call of this noisy kingfisher is a low and far reaching peer-por-por 
repeated every 5 seconds or so as well cackling ke-ke-ke-ke-ke-ke. Stork-billed kingfisher is a species 
of a variety of well-wooded habitats near lakes, rivers or coasts. It perches quietly whilst seeking food, 
and is often inconspicuous despite its size. It is territorial and will chase away eagles and other large 
predators. This species hunts fish, frogs, crabs, rodents and young birds. Stork-billed kingfisher digs its 



SKCRF 
Birds of Korangadu 

19 

 
 

nest in a river bank, decaying tree, or a tree termite nest. A clutch of two to five round white eggs is 
typical. 

White-breasted Kingfisher 

The white-throated kingfisher (Halcyon smyrnensis) also known as the white-breasted kingfisher or 
Smyrna kingfisher, is a tree kingfisher,[2] widely distributed in Asia from Turkey east through the Indian 
subcontinent to the Philippines. This kingfisher is a resident over much of its range, although some 
populations may make short distance movements. It can often be found well away from water where it 
feeds on a wide range of prey that includes small reptiles, amphibians, crabs, small rodents and even 
birds. During the breeding season they call loudly in the mornings from prominent perches including the 
tops of buildings in urban areas or on wires. 

White-breasted Waterhen 

The white-breasted waterhen (Amaurornis phoenicurus) is a waterbird of the rail and crake family 
Rallidae that is widely distributed acrossSoutheast Asia and the Indian Subcontinent. They are dark slaty 
birds with a clean white face, breast and belly. They are somewhat bolder than most other rails and are 
often seen stepping slowly with their tail cocked upright in open marshes or even drains near busy 
roads. They are largely crepuscular in activity and during the breeding season, just after the first rains, 
make loud and repetitive croaking calls. 

White-browed Bulbul 

The white-browed bulbul is about 20 cm (7 inches) long, with a moderately long (8 cm) tail. It has olive-
grey upperparts and whitish underparts. This species is identifiable by the white supercilium, white 
crescent below the eye, and dark eyestripe and moustachial stripe. The vent is yellowish and there is 
some yellow on the chin and moustache. The throat is however largely whitish unlike in the similar 
looking and sounding yellow-throated bulbul which is found in rockier habitats. Three or four hair-like 
filoplumes are present on the nape. Sexes are similar in plumage. It is usually detected by the burst of 
song that it produces from the top of a bush and often dives into the bush becoming difficult to see. The 
song is a rich, spluttering warble and the bird is more often heard than seen. 

White-browed Wagtail 

The white-browed wagtail or large pied wagtail (Motacilla maderaspatensis) is a medium-sized bird and 
is the largest member of thewagtail family. They are conspicuously patterned with black above and white 
below, a prominent white brow, shoulder stripe and outer tail feathers. They are common in small water 
bodies and have adapted to urban environments where they often nest on roof tops. 

White-headed Babbler 
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The white-headed babbler or Cretzschmar's babbler (Turdoides leucocephala) is a species of bird in the 
Leiothrichidae family. It is found in Eritrea, Ethiopia, and Sudan. Its natural habitats are dry savanna and 
subtropical or tropical dry shrubland. Its name is sometimes confused with the yellow-billed babbler, 
which is alternatively called the white-headed babbler. The name commemorates the German physician 
and scientist Philipp Jakob Cretzschmar who founded the Senckenberg Natural History Museum.[2] 

Yellow-wattled Lapwing 

The yellow-wattled lapwing (Vanellus malabaricus) is a lapwing that is endemic to the Indian 
Subcontinent. It is found mainly on the dry plains of peninsular India and has a sharp call and is capable 
of fast flight. Although they do not migrate, they are known to make seasonal movements in response to 
rains. They are dull grey brown with a black cap, yellow legs and a triangular wattle at the base of the 
beak. Like other lapwings and plovers, they are ground birds and their nest is a mere collection of tiny 
pebbles within which their well camouflaged eggs are laid. The chicks are nidifugous, leaving the nest 
shortly after hatching and following their parents to forage for food. 

Shikra 

The shikra (Accipiter badius) is a small bird of prey in the family Accipitridae found widely distributed in 
Asia and Africa where it is also called the little banded goshawk. The African forms may represent a 
separate species but have usually been considered as subspecies of the shikra. The shikra is very 
similar in appearance to other sparrowhawk species including the Chinese goshawk and Eurasian 
sparrowhawk. They have a sharp two note call and have the typical flap and glide flight. Their calls are 
imitated by drongos and the common hawk-cuckooresembles it in plumage. 

Leaf Warbler 

Leaf warblers are small insectivorous birds belonging mainly to the genus Phylloscopus. They were 
formerly included in the Old World warbler family but are now considered to belong to the 
Phylloscopidae, a family created in 2006. The genus is closely related to Seicercus and some species 
have been moved between the two genera in recent classification attempts. Leaf warblers are active, 
constantly moving, often flicking their wings as they glean the foliage for insects along the branches of 
trees and bushes. They forage at various levels within forests, from the top canopy to the understorey. 
Most of the species are markedly territorial both in their summer and winter quarters. 

Eurasian Thicknee 

The stone curlew, Eurasian thick-knee, or Eurasian stone-curlew (Burhinus oedicnemus) is a northern 
species of the Burhinidae(stone-curlew) bird family. It is a fairly large wader though is mid-sized by the 
standards of its family. Length ranges from 38 to 46 cm (15 to 18 in), wingspan from 76 to 88 cm (30 to 
35 in) and weight from 290 to 535 g (10.2 to 18.9 oz).[2][3] with a strong yellow and black beak, large 
yellow eyes (which give it a "reptilian", or "goggle-eyed" appearance), and cryptic plumage. The bird is 
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striking in flight, with black and white wing markings. Despite being classed as a wader, this species 
prefers dry open habitats with some bare ground. It is largely nocturnal, particularly when singing its 
loud wailing songs, which are reminiscent of that of curlews. Food consists of insects and other small 
invertebrates, and occasionally small reptiles, frogs and rodents. It lays 2-3 eggs in a narrow scrape in 
the ground. The stone curlew occurs throughout Europe, north Africa and southwestern Asia. It is a 
summer migrant in the more temperate European and Asian parts of its range, wintering in Africa. 

Black Bittern 

The black bittern (Ixobrychus flavicollis) is a bittern of Old World origin, breeding in tropical Asia from 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, India, andSri Lanka east to China, Indonesia, and Australia. It is mainly resident, 
but some northern birds migrate short distances. This is a fairly large species at 58 cm (23 in) in length, 
being by some margin the largest bittern in the Ixobrychus genus. Compared to related species, it has a 
longish neck and long yellow bill. The adult is uniformly black above, with yellow neck sides. It is whitish 
below, heavily streaked with brown. The juvenile is like the adult, but dark brown rather than black. 

Their breeding habitat is reed beds. They nest on platforms of reeds in shrubs, or sometimes in trees. 
Three to five eggs are laid. They can be difficult to see, given their skulking lifestyle and reed bed habitat, 
but tend to fly fairly frequently when the all black upperparts makes them unmistakable. Black bitterns 
feed on insects, fish, and amphibians. 

White-eyed Buzzard 

The white-eyed buzzard (Butastur teesa) is a medium sized hawk, distinct from the true buzzards in the 
genus Buteo, found in South Asia. Adults have a rufous tail, a distinctive white iris, and a white throat 
bearing a dark mesial stripe bordered. The head is brown and the median coverts of the upper wing are 
pale. They lack the typical carpal patches on the underside of the wings seen in true buzzards but the 
entire wing lining appears dark in contrast to the flight feathers. They sit upright on perches for 
prolonged periods and soar on thermals in search of insect and small vertebrate prey. They are 
vociferous in the breeding season and several birds may be heard calling as they soar together. 

 

 


